CASR/I 2020

Central Appalachian
Spruce Restoration Initiative

Accomplishments R

Central Appalachian Spruce Restoration Initiative 2020 Restoration Work
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Red Spruce Cover
= High: >50% (53,308 acres)

== Med: 10% to 50% (184,848 acres)
Low: <1% to 10% (114,174 acres)
Historic Range (962,588 acres)

@ Planting (red spruce/hardwoods/shrubs)
@ Spruce Release
@ Habitat Restoration
® On-the-Ground Prep for Future Projects
== Monongahela National Forest

¥ 3 Wilderness Area
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Compiled and edited by Julia Derring@ppalachian Forest National Heritage Area and U.

Forest Service AmeriCorps Member, 22022
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Soon to be planted red spruce at Mower 20.
Courtesy of USF&reenbrierRangelDistrict.
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The Central Appalachian Spruce Restoration Initiative (CASRI) is a robust partnership between
federal andtateagenciesand globato local nonprofitsdedicated to restoringd spruce Ricea rubens
ecosystems the Central Appalachra See pagfour for a full list o£ASRIpartners. Since its inception in the
early 2000s, CASRiartnershaverestored thousands of acres of red spruce and workedoazhs of local
communitiestotna k e pr ogr ess on CA Sdstoré lsstoacred sptucecthes hamliveod i
ecosystems acrdbe high elevation landscapes of Central Appalachia.

Red spruce was once abundant across theleghtion habitats of Central Appalachia. Adtieyescale
clearcuttingas a result aéxtensive logging in tearly 1900s, tlse forestare nowscattered patches at the very
highest elevations. CASpdrtnes use multiple tactics suchteee plantingged spruce releaskeabitat
restoratiorof wetlands and nomative invasive species removal to help recoandaxtendhese isolatefbrest
patche®f red spruce CASRI works on both public and private lands with a multitude of partners to coordi

restoration acrosbe Central Appalachies

Photo credit: Connor Liu
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2020 CASRI Administrative Team

Kathryn (Katy) Barloykathryn.barlow@tnc.org _
Katy Barlow received her PhD in Ecology at Pen
State where she conducted research on the
restoration challengasd opportunities resulting
from unconventional gas development, and the
rhetoric of environmental decisiamaking tied to
reclamation regulations. Katy currently works for
The Nature Conservancy

Program as the Restoration Managled spruce

forests are magicalAGRI/ partners are dedicated § ; :
and passionate. As | see It, t heredés no more |

forest angbartnership to work with than CAS&I.

Julia Derringelulia.derringer@usdgmv

Julia recently earned dual degrees from the University of Michigan in Ecolc
and Evolutionary Biology and Anthropology. She is currently an AmeriCorg
member with the Appalachian Forest National Heritage Area and the US F
Service engaged in ecolobreatoration and outreach. She chose to work wit
CASRI because she thinks West Virginia ecology is unique and wants to

promote native plant restoration.

Kristina Soetje

kristina.soetje@tnc.org

Kristina is a recent graduate of the

University oMaryland, Baltimore
County, where she received an Environmental Science and Geogr
B.S., a Visual Arts B.A., and a Dance Minor. She is currently servi
the 2022021 Chesapeake Conservation Corps Member for the
MD/DC Chapter of The Nature Conservandristina is excited to
serve as a member of the CASRI Admin Team and values how

seamlessly CASRI unites diverse organizations to revitalize such a

ecosystem of the Central Appalachians.
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Accomplishments Summary

Despite thaunprecedented challges due tthe COVID -19 pandemic 0202Q CASRI partners stayed
safe productive and dedicated to thmssion In total CASRI partnerplanted approximateB17,000 trees
including red spruce and native hardwoods, conifers, and sbmawgr approximately,046 acres Central
Appalachia. Partnecompletedover182 acresf spruce release and degpped468 acresf land for habitat
restoration. The US Forest Servigeeenbrier Ranger District implemented cutback boroles39 acresf land
which help to make habitat transition areas healthier for plants and amint&isllectedl1.567 kgof native
seeds for restoration activities on the Mormaddition to the above, CASRI partners engaged in extensive
research, monitoring, and outreach, including salamander surveys, journal publications, and newspaper

The stories and accompliskents below give a small glimpse of all that CASRI partners accomplished in 2(

In addition to a donation by Free Folk Brewery, CABRIId like to extend thankyou to the many other
donations wedve received from individuals over

spruce restoration aratlucational program at Kumbrabow State Forest.

Partners
Bolded partnergontributed information to the 2020 Accomplishments Report (Thank you!)
Appalachian Forest National Heritage Area Natural Resources Conservation Service (NR
(AFNHA) National Wildlife Refuge System
Appalachian Mountain Joint Venture (AMJV) The Mountain Institute (TMI)
Appalachian Regional Reforestation Initiativ: The Nature Conservancy (TNC)
(ARRI) Trout Unlimited (TU)
Appalachian Landscape Conservatioo@ative U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
(APPLCC) U.S. Forest Service George WagiimJefferson
Canaan Valley Institute (CVI) National Forest (USFSWF)
Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge West Virginia Division of Natural Resources
(CVNWR) (WVDNR)
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) West Virginia Division of Forestry (WVDOF)
Green Forests Work (GFW) West Virginia Highlands Conservancy (WVHC
U.S. Forest Service Northern Research Stati West Virginia State Parks
(NRS) West Virginia University (WVU)
U.S. Forest Service Monongahiditional Forest
(USFSMOF)
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