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Soon to be planted red spruce at Mower 20.  

Courtesy of USFS Greenbrier Ranger District. 
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Introduction 

 

 The Central Appalachian Spruce Restoration Initiative (CASRI) is a robust partnership between 15+ 

federal and state agencies, and global to local non-profits dedicated to restoring red spruce (Picea rubens) 

ecosystems in the Central Appalachians. See page four for a full list of CASRI partners. Since its inception in the 

early 2000s, CASRI partners have restored thousands of acres of red spruce and worked with dozens of local 

communities to make progress on CASRIõs ambitious mission to restore historic red spruce-northern hardwood 

ecosystems across the high elevation landscapes of Central Appalachia. 

Red spruce was once abundant across the high-elevation habitats of Central Appalachia. After large-scale 

clear-cutting as a result of extensive logging in the early 1900s, these forests are now scattered patches at the very 

highest elevations. CASRI partners use multiple tactics such as tree plantings, red spruce release, habitat 

restoration of wetlands, and non-native invasive species removal to help reconnect and extend these isolated forest 

patches of red spruce.  CASRI works on both public and private lands with a multitude of partners to coordinate 

restoration across the Central Appalachians.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo credit: Connor Liu 
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2020 CASRI Administrative Team 

 

Kathryn (Katy) Barlow, kathryn.barlow@tnc.org 

Katy Barlow received her PhD in Ecology at Penn 

State where she conducted research on the 

restoration challenges and opportunities resulting 

from unconventional gas development, and the 

rhetoric of environmental decision-making tied to 

reclamation regulations. Katy currently works for 

The Nature Conservancyõs Central Appalachians 

Program as the Restoration Manager. òRed spruce 

forests are magical. CASRI partners are dedicated 

and passionate. As I see it, thereõs no more inspiring 

forest and partnership to work with than CASRI.ó 

 

Julia Derringer, julia.derringer@usda.gov 

Julia recently earned dual degrees from the University of Michigan in Ecology 

and Evolutionary Biology and Anthropology. She is currently an AmeriCorps 

member with the Appalachian Forest National Heritage Area and the US Forest 

Service engaged in ecological restoration and outreach. She chose to work with 

CASRI because she thinks West Virginia ecology is unique and wants to 

promote native plant restoration.  

 

Kristina Soetje, 

kristina.soetje@tnc.org 

Kristina is a recent graduate of the 

University of Maryland, Baltimore 

County, where she received an Environmental Science and Geography 

B.S., a Visual Arts B.A., and a Dance Minor. She is currently serving as 

the 2020-2021 Chesapeake Conservation Corps Member for the 

MD/DC Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. Kristina is excited to 

serve as a member of the CASRI Admin Team and values how 

seamlessly CASRI unites diverse organizations to revitalize such a crucial 

ecosystem of the Central Appalachians. 
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Accomplishments Summary 

 

 Despite the unprecedented challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic of 2020, CASRI partners stayed 

safe, productive and dedicated to the mission. In total, CASRI partners planted approximately 317,000 trees, 

including red spruce and native hardwoods, conifers, and shrubs, on over approximately 1,046 acres in Central 

Appalachia. Partners completed over 182 acres of spruce release and deep-ripped 468 acres of land for habitat 

restoration. The US Forest Service Greenbrier Ranger District implemented cutback borders on 139 acres of land 

which help to make habitat transition areas healthier for plants and animals , and collected 11.567 kg of native 

seeds for restoration activities on the Mon. In addition to the above, CASRI partners engaged in extensive 

research, monitoring, and outreach, including salamander surveys, journal publications, and newspaper articles. 

The stories and accomplishments below give a small glimpse of all that CASRI partners accomplished in 2020.  

 

In addition to a donation by Free Folk Brewery, CASRI would like to extend a thank you to the many other 

donations weõve received from individuals over the past year. CASRI has dedicated all donations to support the 

spruce restoration and educational program at Kumbrabow State Forest. 

 

Partners 

Bolded partners contributed information to the 2020 Accomplishments Report (Thank you!) 

Appalachian Forest National Heritage Area  

(AFNHA) 

Appalachian Mountain Joint Venture (AMJV) 

Appalachian Regional Reforestation Initiative 

(ARRI) 

Appalachian Landscape Conservation Cooperative 

(APPLCC) 

Canaan Valley Institute (CVI) 

Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge 

(CVNWR) 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Green Forests Work (GFW) 

U.S. Forest Service Northern Research Station 

(NRS) 

U.S. Forest Service Monongahela National Forest 

(USFS-MOF) 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

National Wildlife Refuge System 

The Mountain Institute (TMI) 

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) 

Trout Unlimited (TU) 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

U.S. Forest Service George Washington-Jefferson 

National Forest (USFS-GWF) 

West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 

(WVDNR) 

West Virginia Division of Forestry (WVDOF) 

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy (WVHC) 

West Virginia State Parks 

West Virginia University (WVU) 
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2020 Highlights 
 


